CHAPTEE X

THE NEGLECTED QUANTITY

IT is always a temptation to over-estimate the effect of
trifling accidents in history, but certainly few little
things have been fraught with weightier consequences
than prudent " old George's " idea of waiting the post in.
Had he made his great move while Eump and army
were at one it is hard to say how long the Eevolution
might have dragged on its effete existence. It is indeed
possible that he might still have succeeded in closing
it, but it could only have been at the cost of a bloody
civil war.

^                   Now things were changed.     Intoxicated with their

I              success over the rebels, Lambert and Fleetwood, with the

\              army-party, in a formal petition had made demands

\              which it was impossible for the Eump to grant. Sir Arthur

j              Haslerig, the hot-headed leader of the pure Eepublicans,

I'              had moved a vote of censure on Lambert, and Clarges

I              was able to inform his brother-in-law that a breach was

I              imminent.    Monk at once instructed him to withdraw

I              his resignation.    He saw his duty clearly before him

t              now, and waited quietly for news.    The petition was

I              forwarded to the Scotch army for signature, and its

I             authors attempted to gain Monk over to their interest by

i                                                 Kest to ruin them both.
